'L E T T ER 
TO A FRIEND. 
Shewing, 


The Illegall proceedings of the Two 


Houſes of ParLIaMenrT: 
eA nd obſerving God's averſeneſſe to 
their ACions. 


Which cauſed the Authours returne to the 
K1NG and His Alleagiance. 


GIF 822 
Printed in the yeare M. DC. XLF/. 


it —— Hae 


EPL EES. FOTO LREI ATT nn . - 


AALLLEES 
PROT 


288 
vv 


Foovey 


call proceedings of the Two Houſes 


of PARLIAMENT. 


ES 5: IF, On ktow: how earneſtly, and Wirth 
SFEXMEFER what charge I oppoſed the illegal de- 

=> RY) mands of Ship-money and Loance, 
SINN how I hated Court Moncpolies, and 


SY TY SAD) arbitrary Juſtice inthe Star. chamber, 
——J#Þ 5 fv; Conncell Table, and Marſhalls Conrt , 


ning of this Parliament. 

You know with what cheerefulneſleI tendred my purſe 
(my perſon being unſerviceable) for the Reformation of 
Religion, the ſuppreſſing Popery, tie eſtabliſhment ot our - 
libertiesand propetties,the removing ofevill Counſellors, 
the reducing the King to his great Counſol the Parliament, 
and the uniting of the Siſtev Countries in a Brotherly U- 
nion, | 

Youremember how willingly we declared and proteſt- 
ed, that for the ſafcry ofthe Kings perſon,the defence of the 
Houſes of Parliament, the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed, 
the Lawes, Liberty, and Peice of the Kingdome, we would 
live and dye with the Earle of E (ex. And this being firſt 

| 2 | COIN- 


(3) 
commanded by the Houſes of Partiament,then ſeconded by 
the Palpit,carryed the face of Law and the voice of Relipt- 
on,ſfo that withus was all 1/7ael from Day to Beerſheba, 

We poſſc{t all the walled Cities, while the King like Da- 
- vid in the mountaines had not a Towne to retreat to. Wee 
had thouſands of the choice men ſtrongly armed,while the 
King had only a handfnll of out-law-d Cavaliers (as we call 
them) and them naked, not a musket, ſcarce aſword among 
them, We hadall the Crowne revenue, all the City plate 
to bodkins andthimbles,even talents of gold and filver, and 
the King ſcarce enoughto buy his dinncr, Our Magazines 
ſwelled with Armes,Ordnance,& Ammunition of all ſorts; 
while the King (the Houſes having {eized nis) wanted all. 
And le(t he ſhould have ſupplyes from beyond. Sea, we poſ- 
ſeſt all his Navie, all his Port-Townes, and left him not a 
Cock-boat, not a Haven, And betterthen all theſe, we had 
the advantage of a juſt Cauſe, fighting tor God, and refor- 
mation of religion, (as our Preachers taught us) for the de- 
fence of the Kings Perſon, our Lawes, the properties and 
' liberties (as the 'Two Alouſes told us) of Subjets, and 
theſe backed with the pious Faſts and Humiliations of San- 
Rified Congregations, with humble and earneſt prayers 
tor ſucccle. : 

And could ſo iuft a Cauſe, fo piouſly mannaged, by ſuch 
religious Patriots, can ſuch miſcarry or want ſucceſſe 2 E- 
ſpecially, while on the. other fide the Kings ſmall Army 
was unarmed, [dolatrous and Popiſh Cavaliers ; their Caufe 
iaſtity ing of Idolatry,Popery, Superſtition, maintenance of 
Biſhops,rebellion againſt the Parliament, and ſubverſion of 
the fundamentall lawes ; their prayers (it any) for ſucceſſe 
but ſupplications out of a Popiſh Liturgy. And what can 
ſuchArmies,fuch Perſons,ſuch a Cauſe, ſuch prayers expect 
Out deftrution | | 
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Thus both Pulpit and Parliament miſſe-led me, untill of 
late I conſidered the ſuccefle of both fides, and doc you 
weigh them indifferently, and thentell] me where wee can 
boaſt a Victory ? Forif wee conſicer the Battailes wee 
moſt brag of, thoſe at Keinton, Alresford, Lanſdowne, Yorke, 
Newbury, we ſhall finde the ſucceſle ſuch,as it heaven rather 
intended both ftdes vanquiſhed, then us Vidors. 

On the other fide examine the Actions at Runawaydowne, 
Newbary, Newarke, Cropready, Leſtithiell, Pontfratt, and el{e- 
where, weigh the diſproportions and diſadvantages the 
Kings Armies fought with,and then view their ſucceſſe,and 
you will finde it fo farre beyond the expectation of reaſon, 
as it is ſcarce within the reach of our belicfe, Inquire whar 
plenty of Men, Armecs,, Ordnance, great Townes and 
ſtrong holds the King now hath,and fo many have we loſt, 
Confider how many thouſands of men, how many Armies 
my Lordof Eſſex, my Lord of Manchefter, and Sir William 
Waller have loſt, how much treaſurethey have exhauſted, 
bow our Navy 1s decayed, how many of our ſhips and men 
drowned, while we had no enemy at Sea but heaven ? Nay 
how many of our Ships with their lading have the windes 
({iding againſt us) carried into the Kings aide, and our de- 
ſtruRion ? And can theſe argue leſle then Gods diſpleaſure 
againſt our proccedings ?: 

Theſe ill ſucceſſes made me looke backe upon our State 
ARors,thart fit at the helm and direct all things,and among 
them eventhoſe that were beſt reputed of for Reformation 
and integrity to the Common: wealth : as Maſter Hampdem, 
that firſt raiſed Armes againſt the 'King, when (as wee 
thought) out of danger,you ſhall find him ſhot in Chalgrove 
field where the year before he had firſt taken up hisArmes. 


'You may ſee Patriot P7m , whom the people for his 


Speech applaud like Herod, like Herod caten up. of Lice, 
A3 The. 


44) 

The Lord Brooke (armedas Death could not enter him,and 
ar 2 diſtance danger could not reach ) breathing out 
threats againſt the Church, is before the Church with a 
ſingle bullet ſhot in the eye, My Lord Say (whom Heaven 
cannot hurt, if the plot hold,) hath one Sonne {corned for 
being a Coward in ſo good a bad Caule, his other Sonne 
condemned to be hanged for being honeſter then his Fa- 
ther in delivering Briftol. Sir Fohn Hotham and his Sonne, 
whom the Routes juſtified for Treaſon againſt the King, 
the Houſes (to maintaine their priviledge ) execute firit 
the Sonne, then the Father by a Court of Watrre for think- 
ing to be honeſt, And as if the lame method were to be ob- 
ſcrved forthe whole Houſe,they are hanging young Waine- 
man to come to my Lord his Father. The Earle of Eſſex 
whom the firſt yeere they ſalute with Ho/anna's, paſſe votes 
for his thanks and trophics ; but now decry, and as much 
as they dare ſcorn and neglect him.Warwick and Mancheſter, 
(like Tinker Fox,and Rag-man Phzps) muſt now be ſqueez- 
ed (as orenges)to make ſauce forthe Jun&o palats,they arc 
rich, Others there be deſerve obſervation. While I con- 
remplated theſe great active men and their misfortunes, I 
could not thinke them leſle then farthing ſparrowes, which 
tall not without the Divine providence, & therefore ſtrictly 
examined our Cauſe by the Rules of Law and Goſpel, and 
in a matter of this conſequence I have taken the beſt opini- 
ons both of Divines and Lawyers, and of both the moſt 
moderate,yetſuch as were rather engaged on ours, then on 
the Kings ſide. 

All the Divines agree, our Kings to have their power 
from God, and therefore Saint Peter commands obedicnce 
to Kings, asto the Supreame ; Saint Paulto the Higher powers, 
tor. there is zo power but from God, and therefore {{aith he) pay 
Jerribute, And they obſerve that theſe commands were to 
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briſtians,the obedience commanded to be given ta Pagans, 
0 heatheniſh Kings, as the Romans, thoſe of Pontus, Aſia, 
Bithynia, &c. The Divines obſerve that Saint Peters Epiſtle 
was to Strangers 1n Pontws, Galatia, &c.not natives; they 
tycd only by a locall allegeance, wee by a locall, by ana- 
tive, by a ſworne alleageance; they to a heatheniſh, we to 
our annointed Chriſtian King. | 

All Divines agree Criſs would not have his Church his 
Golpcll planted by any blood, but his own, and therefore 
would not ſuffer Saint Peter to ſtrike, to reſcue him his 
King, his God. Chrifi then will not thar his vine ſhould be 
dreft, his Church reformed with the blood of Chriſtians. 
Yet now our reformed Religion permits fubjcs ( Jeſuite- 
like) to fight againſt their King, for the propagation of the 
Goſpel. And that all things be dont(as the Apoſtle directs) 
decently andin order they have ſuppreſt all Church- Goyern- 
ment, and left almoſt every man to be his owne Biſhop,and 
it he will his owne Prieſt. The Booke of Common- Prayer 
compoſed by all the Clergy of England, and they legally 
called,confirmed and ſealed by their blood, and comman- 
ded by ſeverall Parliaments for theſe 100, yeares, yet now 
on a ſudden voted downe as Popiſh, But not one particu- 
lar exception to any one thing inthe Liturgy. 

But a {ct forme of Prayer is a binding ofthe Spirit, and 
therefore our new Diredory tyes not the ſpirit to werds (for 
the cloven tongues {peake all languages) but tne Aſſembly 
of Godly Divines,preſcribes only the matter or effeR of their 


prayer, leſt the ſpirit being at too much liberty ſhould pray 


againſt the Cloſe Committee and their proceedings. 
* The ten Commandements and Commination ( as re- 
ſtraining our Chriſtian Liberty and Fadatcall; ) the Creed 


| (not yet reRified according to the ſence of the houle)as cr- 


roncous ; the Epiſtle and Goſpels. ( fitted to the Cele- 
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bration of their ſeverall dayes) as Popiſh, according to the 
Diſcipline of the Kirke of Scotland,are all excommunicated, 
So that now'in our new Reformed Church we have neither 
good Commanded, nor evill prohibited, no faith confeſt, 
nor good example to imitate. 

The Reading Pſalmes had beene totally baniſhed the 
Church, becauſe written by a King z but in reſpe& David 
was a Prophet too, they are left to the wiſdome of the Mi- 
niſter, to read if he will. But the better Meetre of Hopkins 
and Sternhold, becauſe compoſed by Commonets, are com- 
manded to be ſung, to awaken the ſleepic devotion of the 
otherwiſe mute Congregation. I pray thee pardon mee , 
that I a little ſport with our miſery; bur 'cis in private, 
and onely to thee. 

All the Lawyers I have ſpoken with ( except Corbet and 
Maſter Prideaux ) unanimouſly agree that all Ordinances 
made by one or both Houſes of Parliament without the 
King's aſſent are (like man without the breath of life ) 
handſome models, bur uſclefle : and that all things done or 
ated by colour or direcion of thoſe Ordinances are ille- 
gall and invalid, and that there is neither preſident to war- 
rant, nor reaſon to maintaine them. 

And that both our ancient and moderne Lawes were 
made bythe King , but adviſed and conlented-to by both 
Houſes, all which appeares clearly in the penning of our 
Ordinances and Acts of Parliament, even from #.3. untill 
within theſe two yearcs , for they run thus : The King at the 
inſtance of his great men provided and ordeined that, &rc. And 
that manner of penning held untill R. 2. and then The King 
by aſſent of the Lords, and at the requeſt of the Commons ordaines 
axd eſtabliſheth,c5c, And all the following Parliaments even 

this preſent in theA@ fortheTrienniall Parliament uſes the 
{arge words, Bee it exalted by the King, with the conſent of a 
wag amche# Scots WEE.» > Joe's 
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| Lords and Commons., $0 that in all apes the Kivg made the 


Jaw, the Lords and Commons doe but adviſe and conſent | 
thereunto, and cuſtome (that is, a great part of our law) will 
not that any old law be abrogated, or a rew law made; but 


_ by the King with the conſent of the two Houſes, and they 


are all confident that Maſter Progn cannot ſhew any one Or-. 
dinance ma 'e without the Kirgs aſſent, ror any one booke 
or any ancient opinion that they might 5 nay thevery pra» 
Ctice cf the Houſes is againſt itz inſomuch as nothing is of re- 
cord with them but what hath life by the Kings 8\lent. So 
as if a bill hath paſſed in both Houſes, yet thatit the Sefſt- 
ons of Parliament end before the Kings aflent hadtorhax 
Bill, the next Seſſions the ſame Bill muſt be as at firſt thrice 


| read in both Houſlegzand againe, have all the formalities and - 


circumſtances as it had the firſt Seffions 3 for they cannot 
this Sc fſions take notice of their owne Aftions in that before. 
The Knights, Citizens, and Bu: gefles, are but Atturnies 
or Deputics for th:ir ſ-verall Counties, Cities, and Bo- 
roughs, and therefore they cannot (as Barons which fit in 
their owne right) make a Deputy or party toconſent oratt 
for them:becauſe by law an Atturney cannot makean Attur- 
ny,& aſſignethe power and truſt toanother whichis repoſed 
in himſelfe, and therefore cannot make Committees in ſeve- 
r:]1 Countics to raiſe. armes., to.commit'their fellow. Sub-. 
j<&s, &c. Nor can Atturnies exceed or alter the-power gi- 
v-n the mbytheir deputation orletter of Atturney, but muſt 
follow that. And what the power and authoruy given them 
is appeares in their Indenture between® the Sheriffe and 
thoſe that elet them : which is but according as the Kings 
writ requires, & not power to.doe, whatthey liſt, as appeares 
by Crompt. Ja is- fel. 2. 
The conſtant practice and courſe of Courts beſt ſhewes 
the power andjurisdiction of the Court, (fay the Lawyer 9 
an 


(8) 


and they averre that there is not any one O'ginar.ce of Pare | 


liament to be found made bythe Lores end Commons 
without the Kipgs:z{[-n, .and-furely hid thetwo Houſes 
ſuch power, the Parliament of £a#4.2. Rich 2. and Heli. 6. fo 


| bicter-2gainſt the King ,- wor'd have toun1 both the preces 


dent, ' 8nd-made uſe ot the power. 

Let theſe therefore thatare ſo 1e:dy toraiſe armes with- 
out the Kings-s{l*nt, nay contrary to tis Command, nay e- 
ven againſt His Perſon , let them conſider , that in R:ch, 2, 
where his Birovs of Parliament and others by colour and in 
perſuance-of-an Ordinance of Parhament , whereby Huh 
De [8 Spencers were baniſhed and to be proceeded againſtas 
enemies totke King and Kingdeme in caſe they did returne ; 
'The: Sonne returning to the King, the Barons and others 
pretending that the De le Spencers could not be legally attajn- 
ted by procefſe of law, becaulz they (rhe De /: $pcrcers) had 
uſurped the Royall power, and therefore in :aſc of rec. ſity 


(for ſo is the Booke of olf Mg. Char. fol * 54.) mutually 


bound themſelves by oath, (as w: by ou? Proteſtstions? and 
with" Armes and banners diſpl-yed perſue tho De le Spercers, 


and kill andimpriſon divers of the King: Su! j=&s, and take 


their Towns, Caſties, Houſes, &c.- and all without the Kings 


aſſent; (as ours doe) for which the were glad to take a par- 
don; (as curs would be of an at of oblivicn the $cotch,word 


for-a generall pardon) for that oath, their armes, &c, 
Touching the opinion raiſed this Parliament, that the two 
Houſes are aboue the King , and therefore the King ought 
_ wuſt paſſe ſuch Bills, ſuch As as they reſolve and offer 
tohim. ” F PT Sore 
That.(ſay the Lawyers) is totally falſe and apainſt all rea- 
ſor,law, and practice in a}l ages. And in confidering thereof 
they. have not bin Jed by the Pamphlets publiſhed this 
Parliament on either ſide, becauſe ſuch (like Schoole-Diſ- 


putants) 
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':-*putan's.) ratherendeavour to maintaine their pofitien and 
lide, then to diſcover truth : therefote the Lyawyers grou! - 


ded their judgement upon bookes formerly written, upon 


precedent» ut moderatetimes, when the Kings Prerogative - 


and Subjects liberty both koew and kept their proper 
bounds. 

The Parliament” (fay they) of the 24 Hen.3 cap.12, De- 
clires, That he Re.lme of England ic aw Empire governedby 
one Swpreame Head and Kine, Faving the Dignity and eſtate of 
the Imperial C. owne, unto whom a boay politique compat of all 


ſori and degrees of people by the name of the Spirituality and Tem- 
poral y been b und, and one wext 10 God a naturall nd bumble o- 


bedience, being by Gods goodn ſſ: en«ned with plen.ry whole and 
entire Power Aut'ority and Invi|didion within His Realme. 

T his boy politique no doubt 1s the two Houſes of Par- 
I::m-vth nl doubilefliethen the two Houſes owe thisnatu- 
rall 4rd humble obedience;and thea ſure if the Szrvant be 
put gr-arer then þ1> Mafter to whom he owes his obedience, 
the Cr:5ture then his Creatour . then the two Houles that 
( a- app-ares Þy their owne att for the continvance of this 
Parl:am: nt ) arecalled by the King, and by Him diſfolvea- 
b e, are rot above the King, that'is their breath and gives 
life to311 their ations. | 

And it the King be by God endued with plenary tpowtr, em- 
tire Zuthority and Iuriſd;fion. Conlider trom whom can the 
two Houſes have th-ir power, their authoricy,and Juriſdi - 
tion to be above thar given by God. 

In'Candriescalein the 5. Report. fol 10. the King is ſaid to 
be the Viearof the Higheſt King,urdained to governe and rule tbe 
Kingdoms and People, Es 

T he Parliamentin the25.Hex.8,1cknowledged the Juril- 


diction of Kings to be ?mmediatly fromGod. 


The Statute of the 26'ot Her, 8. cap. 1. declaresthic King 
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to be the anely Supreame Heal in Earth under God of the Church 
of England, and that hee buth Power to redrefſ and reforme all 

Errors and abuſes in the Church, I | 

Tathe 26 Hew.8.cap.3. the Parliament declares, thatthe 

King is the onely Supreame He 1d under God of the Church of Eng» 
land,hwving the whole Governance , twition and defence thereof, 
andof His Subjetr, | 

And conſonant to that js onr Statute, 1 Fliz. and inour 
Oath of Alleagiance,(ordained by ACt of Parhament) wee 
and eſpecially the Members of the Houſe of Commons ac- 
knowledge and ſweare, That the Kings Highneſſe 7s the onely 

Swpreame Governonr of rhe Realme , both in Eccleſtaſticall and 
Tewyporall c.uſes. And our Lawyersſay, that the King being 
the Supicame governonr cannot have any Guvern--ur natu- 
rall or politiqu*, (as the two houſes ) above him 3 and as hee 
is the onely Supreame Governour muſt needs bee above all 
other Governours either aaturall or politique, 

- By the ſame Oath we ſweare allegiance to Him and His 
Heres and Succeſſonurs , which muſt needs be to his Natural 
capacity, for his politique cannot have Heires. And 1n the 
caſe of the Dutchy of Lancsſter,Plowd,213.It is reſol, ed that 
the body politique of the Kiog cannot be ſevered trom his 
naturall body. And then it is ridiculous to thinke, much 
more to fay,that the politique capacity of the King is inclu- 
ded inthe two Houſes of Parliament , when t:js naturall is 
abſent and diſſenting to what they doe, 

It the two Houſes .could make a Law or Ordioance to 
biade the Subject without the Kings aſſent , why ſhould not 
allthe bils that paſſed both houſes but had nat the Kiags,aſ- 
lent, why ſhould not they be good and valid, and binde the 

Subject ? they had the Votes of both Huuſes when tull and 
enlire,they had more confi eration, more circumftance,all 
neceſſarie:(but the Kings aſſentjto the makipg of a Lawzyet 
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' - theſeBillsin all ages have beene held naughtand invalid.” 
| And ſhall the votes of the two houſes upon motion ofa wor- 


thy Metaber(chough not a 5th part ot either Houſe be pre- 

ſent ) and without the Kings aflen', ſhall they make a good 

Ordinance to repeale five Statutesin the Reignes of Edw 6; 

| and Queene ELz. 2s in the Ordinance forthe Dirc@ory, 

. and the bocke of Common Prayer? all which have ſtood 

unqueſtioned theſe 100 yeares, in which time wee have 

had 20 Parliaments,in which onurnow Parliament-mens F2- 

thersand Grand-fathers were Members, and ( I believe) as 

wiſe,as honeſt.,and as Religious, as their Sonnes and Grand- 

_ children,and they approved, they pratticed and followed 
| that Liturgy. 

| The Parliament 1 Jcob.cap. 1. prayes the Kings Royall 

| | aſſent to a Billwithout which nothing (lay they )cax be com- 

pleate and perfe@F, nor remaine to poſterity. And Cowell ( who 

writabout 40 yeares fince ) ſpeaking of the regaliy ofthe 

\ King,compriſed under the title of Prerogative, There is mot one 

(faich h+) that belonged to the molt abſolute Prine in the world, 

which doth not alſo belong to onr King,only by the cuſt me of this 
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Kingdome he maketh no lawes without the conſent of the three E= 
| ſtates , [ Lords {pirituall, Lords temporall, and the Com- 
» mon*]though HE MA Y Q14SHANY Kavv Co NC LupeD 
By THeMm. Then how (hillthe Votes and Ordinances ot a. 
ſmall part of the Houſe be good, when againſt Magn.Cher. 
again{t the Perition of Right, againſt our Allegiance and 
Proteſtation ? Yet muſt we venture our lives to murther our 
brothers,and fellow Subject-,orthey us, or both, to maig- 
tain2 what they vote,though agaiaſt Law, comrary tc the 
Goſp:11,and without precedeat, But the two Hyuſes do but 
| endcavour to take the King from His Evill Counſcllours,to 
[ bring him to his Parliament, where he ougheto be prefcnt & 
| reſidcnt,or elſe they may OI. eradicate three _y 
O 


(22), 
of Wheate to deſtroy -one of Tares. 


' 


' For that(ſay the lawyers) there is no precedent, no book 

unleſse writ within theſe two yeares, But Mr. Hooker, alias 
Yowell;(who writ about the beginning of Qaeene Elz24b. and 
ismuch quoted by Mr. Prjyw ) writing the manner of hold- 
ing of Parliaments ( as we may ſee io Hollinſhead, 2 part fol. 
121)ſaith , that the King is Gods Anointed, his Deputy and 
Vicar on eatth, the Head of his Realmt;the Cheifeſt Ruler, 
on whom wholly and cnlydepends the government of the 
Eſtates of the Realme. That the King ought to be perſonally, 
preſent in Parliament three daies in every Parliament, firſt, 
on the day of appearance 3: fecondly, on the day when the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons 1+ preſented; the third, 
when the Parliament is proroguet,And torother daies(aiit 
the Bock)he is at h's choice, to come or rot to come. 

- -Andit-appeares by the Starvre of 33 Hen. S c p, 21. That 
*xf the Kirig be abſent-irom th "Pi mnt, he mrghtal wales 
-oive his Royall aſsent by Comm:ſſton under the great S-ale, 

and by that itſeemeshee had: 11> ty to bee abirur it hee 

TY would. - 
W hen Rich. 2:refuſed tocome to Fi: Pailiament,the L ras 
(that threatned to depoſc hiv ) o:.ly averret, thathby an vid 
- Ordinance of Parliament if the Kong abſt: d hurl itt forty 
dajes;then they night every man retu re qui-ily to bis ewn 
*houſe,and that they would do ſo if he came nor z, but (hey 
; pretend fio lawto raiſe armes, to comp 1! the King 10 come. 
"And” ſurely had there bzere any colour tojultific it they 
.. - Would not have omitted it, and if there h3d been any law 
., pr precedent (though by pox iſb Parliam- nts) fince Rich. 2, 
- "time to raiſe armes or mak lawes without the Kings afsent; 
"Mr.P:yz 1 Leale to the Czuſe and hatred to the Kirg would 
"have found it before now. | 
Since therefore that the two houſes cannot without the 
Sd: Kings 
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Kings afſent make a new nor abrogate an oldJaw, cannot 
without the Kings aſſent raiſe armes to ex: cute a perſun 
condemned 'by Parliament with the Kings aflent (as in Ha- 
De le Spencers caſe) but they mult have a parden for it. In 
what c-ſe are we, that haue without the Kings aſſzart, nay 


" contrary to his expretſe Commanl, contrary to Mag. Char. 


contrary to oar Petition of Right, 4% Car. byarmes takenthe 
20*® part of cv:ry mans eſtate, impriſoned their perſons, 
impoſed new lean: s, 86d new impoſitions, hanged Citizens 
2nd Gowpmen, co: tcary tothe Priviledges of Parliament, 
ex:cutedeven Members of the: Parliament by Martiall Law, 
and at the Parliamznt doore, while the Houſes of Parliament 
vere ſitting, the Kings bench ( as wee pretend) open at Weſt + 
ar:=fier, the Goale delivery for London and Middleſex in the 
0!d B.l;?Nay comraty to our Petition of Right,and our Sta- 
tu.c rnade this Parliament, have wee not in the Kings name 
becauſe we could not in our owne, preſſed our fellow Sub- 
jets, and by a1mes compelled them to fight 2 Contrary to 
thcir ſw one allcagiance and vowed Proteſtation, which is 
to o-aintaine the rejorme<sd Proteſtant Religion, exprefled in 
the Dodrine of the Chu:ch of England ;, Yet wee fight to 
tune out the 11'urgy, and prayers ordained by the whole 
Church of Exglerd, and which wee have Jong knowne to 
make rcome tor the extemporary and unknowne prayer of 
a fivgle mn, and bimoften unlearned, ſametimes debauch + 
ed, and t}:js according tothe Kirke of Scotland, not of Eng- 
lard : to defend the Kings Royall Perſon, Hit Hononr,His Eflate, 
yet weeJuſtifie them that fight againſt him, that permit nay 
licence libell-us pamphlets agaioſt him and his honour, that 
robbe his Exchequer by receiving and keeping from 
him his K venew : to erdietaine the Previledges of Parliament, 
yet hi'e the M:mbers topriſon, nayto execution by Mar- 
tiall Law : to Maintejze the Lawfull Rights. and Liberties s 
the 


| 0) 

- phe 8»bjeÞ#, yet fight to have our Tllates Liberties, and Lives 
token away by Votes, Ordioances, apd Martiall Law, and 8- 
ainſt the Kings command. We have proteſted to preſerve 

he peace of Emgland,: Scotland; and Ireland,, yet fighthere a- 

mong our ſelves to annihilate and breake the Ceſſation of 

Armes and the peace there, and fend for Scots the hither 

to robbe, murder, and (if God be not better to us then we to 

our ſ:lves) utterly .ſfubdue and inſlave-us, toſet up and en- 

rich themſelves. I. 

By what law can the Scots preſcribe us a Church govern- 
ment? by whatlaw have they (our Homagers) a voice in the 
ſetling of our Mz{:tia, 2nd the lawes of our Nation? 

To conclude, we fight to ſave a fewcloſe-Committee 

- men, our Sate-aQors that have perſwaded and voted us, 

.. and ipforced the pocre common ſculdiers to commit ra- 

\ Pine, bloud-ſhed, Saciiledge, ard Rebellion, to proteft 


them, who with $b;xvez, reviled ard flung ſtones and duſt at 


David by their Declarzticns and Pamphlets, who by their 
Remonſtrances and Votes endeavoured to diſcover with 
Chems the rakedneſle of their farher, who following the 
Counſel of Achitophel, have in the ſight of all 7/7ae/lyen 
with Davids Concubires, by ufurping his Authority and 
Royall power. * We fight to ſecure them, whom an att of 
oblivion cannot, and therefore muſt have the Mz1:17a at their 
ſole diſpoſe, that the ſwords, and lives of the poore ſou}diers 
may prote&t , whom the law cannot juſtitie. We fight 
to make Loudon an Independent City , to make the Maior 
Aldermen and Common-Councell a third Houle of Parlja- 
ment, and give them the. Tower of London: with the Militia of 
tte City and Swburbs, leaſt the King being but Gods Vicar 
on carth, their one)y ſupr: me Governour and goveraigne 
Lord, asſeverall Afts of Parliaments have declared, leaſt he 
-: ſhould rebell againſt. them his native , bis loca}l 606 his 
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ſworne Subjefts. We fight to aboliſh the ten Comman- 
dements, the Creed, the Epiſtles and Goſpels, becauſe not 
conſiſtent with the Scots Presbyterjall Diſcipline. VWhar 
one-aRt bf Chatity or Mercy have theſe retormers of Reli- 
giondones Where. have they offered to the King to pare 
witi any thing of any pretended right, liberty,or priviledge, 
to ſettle a-peace inthis Church and Common-wealth? Nay 
which of theſe is not grcatetin eſtate and wealth, in.power 
and authority,then he was before the Civil War began, or 
ſhall be afrer-the War ended * PS RE 

Have notthe Ezrles of:}arwicke, Maxcheſler, and others 
that you know much iariched themſclves and triends by the 
harveſt of this War? Pave not their Chaplains, Burges,Sedge. 
micke, Caſe, Peters, and others treble revenues and 1n-comes, 
to preach Doctrines anfwerableto the occaſion of raiſing 
money,men,or'Artnes,or crying nv Treaty,no Peace 2Do- 
Arines ſutable to their Church and pradtice;that have in cold 


b'o2d murdered many poore Proteſtant Zngliſh-Iriſh, for 


being on the Kings-fide. 

- While on the other part the King nordelighting in blond; 
hath pardoned divers whom the: Law condemined, nay he 
hath proclaimed pardon to all that would take it, and to 
parehaſe peace, he hath offered to part with his right, to 
divide his 2:{:tza, putting it into the powerof twentie men, 
whereof heto name ten, and the two Houſes ten Commiſh, " 
oners. He deſires and offers that: Popery may be ſuppreſt 
accordingto Law, and not Papiſts murdered. becauſe Irifth. 
Hee: :is: willing that both- Church and Common-wealth 
ſhould berectifiedaccording-to:law, and according to law 
he offersto have all perſons to be tryed by law. He commi- 
ſerating his opprefled Subiects the diſtractedChurch and ru- 
ined -Common.wealth,hath offs _ and deſired a Congien 
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from Armes, but cangot obtgine it; and then ſhall we nor 
beleceve him the true father that would ſave the child? God 
would nat have his Temple built by aman of blood,though 
even David; nor would:Chriſt have his Church reformed 


with the blood of Chriſtians. The King of peace cannot de- 


lightin warre, _ | 
Upon theſe Conſiderations,Coſen,I am reſolved to leave 
their party that have:mifle-led me and my poore Country- 
men to our ruine;and I willnow lay hold of the Kings mer- 
cie and pardon offered by his Proclamation, and by a 
hearty repentance I hope to expiate the bloud, thetreaſon, 
and facriledge, I have countenanced 'by my former opini- 
ons, and ſupported by my purſeand perſwafions. And 1 da 
heartily wiſh,that my poore Country-men and Neighbors 
that by an illegall preſle are forced from their Wives and 
Children, from their parents and Friends, to fight againſt 


the Engliſh Proteſtatt Religion and Liturgy, to ſet upa 


Scotch DireRory againſt their King, to: pay a tribute to 
their fellow SubjeRs,; againſt their Proteftarion to protect 
ſuch as have ſeduced and deceived them and their nations, 
thathave raiſcd this unnaturall warre upon pretences; feares 
and jcalouſies, and by the murther of many thouſand Eng- 
liſh Chriſtians, keep themſelves from a legalltryall, thar 


they may ftill fit quietly voting at Weſtminſter, and eate the. 
| WR PP ho - : 


far ofthe Land. | 2A Foes 
Coſen, 1 doc heartily wiſh that both-you and the reſt of 


my poore Countrey- men would confiderand weigh theſe 


things, and that God would give yourclenting hearts truly 
prompts for theſe horrid finnes,andthenT would not doubt: 
but you and they would end this warre (for 'tis in your pe- 
wers) by returning to the Engliſh Proteſtant Religion and 
Liturgy , to your ſworne alleageance. to your —_—_ 
| AIDS, 
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